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 ULKOSUOMALAISPARLAMENTTI

     UTLANDSFINLÄNDARPARLAMENTET – FINNISH EXPATRIATE PARLIAMENT           

USA & LATIN AMERICA - REGIONAL MEETING: MINUTES
Thursday, June 15, 2017 at 3:30 PM

Suomi-Seura, Meeting Room, 3rd floor/right, Helsinki
1. The meeting was called to order at 3:35 p.m. by Satu Mikkola, the speaker for USA and Latin America Region. Packets were handed out for all attendees. Satu asked everyone to introduce themselves. There were 25 in attendance. 
2. Satu appointed Eila Chisholm to be the secretary for the meeting. Helena Niskanen and Katariina Lehtonen were chosen to be tellers.
3. As Regional Speaker Satu Mikkola gave an overview of the activities of the Region, noting that it was the 20th Session for Finnish Expatriate Parliament and that this time it had been a short term of just a little over 2 years. She noted pleased that the first member organization from Ecuador joined the FEP. Thirteen new organizations in our region have been ratified during this term. In the Region USA & Latin America, there are 30 of a total of 87 member organizations, which have representation at this FEP Session, with 31 delegates and 15 observers.
4. There are a total of twelve initiatives submitted by this Region. Some of the issues are the availability of passport machines and social media groups as well as celebrations such as Finland 100 events. To date there are 200 known Finland 100 events in the United States.
5. Election of Regional FEP Representative and Alternate for the next term. Satu explained that only the official delegates of the FEP member organizations are entitled to vote. She also noted that she is not accepting another term as the Regional Speaker. Marja Snyder is not accepting another term as the Alternate Regional Speaker either.  She then gave an introduction and recommendation of Hanna Wagner of the Finlandia Foundation National Capital Chapter explaining why Hanna would be most qualified for the position of Regional Speaker. Eila Chisholm then moved to nominate Hanna Wagner, Marja Snyder seconded and the tellers declared the vote to be unanimous. Eila Chisholm then nominated Teuvo Pulkkinen of the Finnish American Chamber of Commerce, San Diego, CA to be Alternate Speaker, Katariina Lehtonen seconded and the vote was also unanimous. Satu stated that the election results would be approved by the General Assembly.  Their term will start after the closing of the 2017 Session and continue till the end of the 2020 Full Session.
6. Satu explained some of the logistics of the General Assembly and how the Committees work. Sini Castrén of Suomi Seura is orchestrating the 200 representatives and 85 observers attending the meetings.

7. Satu did an overview of the FEP meetings and activities calendar and also informed that the unique Suomi 100 Maailmalla/Finland 100 Worldwide Concert organized by Suomi-Seura before the FEP Session presenting expatriate Finnish musical talent has three performers from our Region. They are Maria Männistö, Ulla Suokko and Eino Grön.
8. Both Ossi Rahkonen and Eila Chisholm thanked and expressed their appreciation for the work that Satu had done as Regional Speaker during her term.
9. Satu is to speak at the opening session as a regional speaker about the importance of the mail voting and the passport machines in our region.  She explained that the meeting attendees can request a turn to speak at the Opening Session for maximum of 3 minutes.  The request has to be done in writing. Marja Snyder said that she will talk about the possibility of a closed social media group to become a member of the FEP and about a FaceBook page for the region.  Kaj Rekola suggested having a news group. Ossi Rahkonen will also speak at the Opening Session regarding the English word ”expatriate” since many Finns living outside of Finland are not actually expatriates since they had never lived in Finland. Eila Chisholm, Anja Miller and Kaj Rekola offered terms such as “emigrant” and “Finns Abroad.” Satu suggested submitting an initiative regarding the matter for the next session in 2020.  Marita Cauthen will talk about passport machines.
10. The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Eila S. Chisholm
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